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South Bay Chamber Music Society: About Us 

The South Bay Chamber Music Society is a nonprofit corporation founded in 1963 by renowned violinist 
Ruth Breytspraak to promote the appreciation of great music in the South Bay. Our aim is to present the 
highest quality chamber music performances featuring the finest musicians in Southern California.  

For the major part of our funding, we rely on the generous donations of individuals. As our organization is 
run entirely by volunteers, the majority of proceeds go to support the musicians’ honorariums. If you would 
like to contribute, please click here. 

The concerts are also made possible by the City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department, by the County of 
Los Angeles Arts Commission, by the Colburn Foundation, and by the City of Rolling Hills. Our corporate 
sponsors include Boeing and the Williams Companies, Inc.  

Board of Directors 

Robin Paterson, President 
Jim Paterson, Vice President  

Toni Crichton and John Williams, Co-Treasurers 
Linda Jenson, Secretary 

Jan Simon • Jerald Simon • Ron Smith 
Elaine Trotter • Wendy Wolf 

Artistic Director 

Robert Thies  

Ensemble in Residence 

The Thies Consort  

Associates  

Curtis Green • Christina Kim • Jim Ryan 

Rod Raynovich • Tom Van Huss • Mike Wheeler 

South Bay Chamber Music Society  

Post office Box 2313 • Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 

sbcms.net • www.facebook.com/SBCMS.music 

https://sbcms.net/donation-page-draft/
www.sbcms.net


The Lyris Quartet 

The LYRIS QUARTET described as "radiant…exquisite... and powerfully engaged" by Mark Swed of the LA 
Times was founded in 2008. Members of the quartet have won top prizes at the Tchaikovsky International 
Competition and Aspen Music Festival and have collaborated with renowned artists Natalia Gutman, David 
Geringas, Martha Argerich, Alban Gerhardt, Boris Pergamenschikov, Guillame Sutre, Myung-Whun Chung, 
and Richard Stoltzman.  

Lyris has collaborated closely with composers Krystof Penderecki, Andrew Norman, Oliver Knussen, Steven 
Mackey, John Adams, Bruce Broughton, Peter Knell, Kurt Rohde, Paquito D'Rivera, Wadada Leo Smith, and 
Gerard Schurmann. They appeared alongside composer/pianist Billy Childs as part of the LA Phil’s Jazz and 
World music series at Disney Hall and with Steve Reich at LACMA’s Bing Hall. 

The quartet has appeared throughout North America, Europe, and Asia in a diverse range of ensembles 
including Grammy nominated groups Absolute Ensemble, Southwest Chamber Music, and Orchestra 
Ensemble Kanazawa as well as solo and chamber appearances in various festivals such as Ravinia, Brahms 
Festival in Madrid, Music Academy of the West, Banff Centre for the Arts, Czech SommerFest, and Oregon 
Festival of American Music among others. This season, Lyris was invited by the LA Philharmonic to perform 
on their Green Umbrella series and on their tribute concert to composer Steven Stucky. New projects 
include innovative multimedia concerts with artists Andrew Burke and Ana Prvacki as well as opening for 
Kraftwerk and Ben Harper. They also gave the west coast premiere of David Lang's "The Difficulty of 
Crossing a Field". This year will mark their fifth season as the resident ensemble for the critically acclaimed 
series Jacaranda: Music at the Edge. 

The Lyris Quartet is the founding resident ensemble of the Hear Now Music Festival which focuses on the 
music of living Los Angeles composers. As part of this series, they have collaborated with and premiered 
works by Stephen Hartke, Don Davis, Arturo Cardélus, and Veronika Krausas, among others. The Lyris 
Quartet has recorded for Toccata Classics, ARS and Naxos. 

Visit their website at: http://www.lyrisquartet.com/ 



The Lyris Quartet: Alyssa Park 

Violinist	Alyssa Park	established an enviable international reputation at age sixteen for being the youngest 
prizewinner in the history of the Tchaikovsky International Competition. Ms. Park has made numerous 
recital and orchestral appearances since her professional debut at age eleven with the Cincinnati Chamber 
Orchestra. 

She has appeared with the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra, Berlin Radio Orchestra, Frankfurt Radio 
Orchestra, Lisbon Symphony, Munich Philharmonic, Lausanne Chamber Orchestra, Stuttgart Chamber 
Orchestra, Czech Philharmonic, Austrian Radio Symphony, Barcelona Orchestra, Mitteldeutsche Rundfunk 
at the Leipzig Gewandhaus, and the Hamburg Philharmonic. She also performed with the orchestras of 
Sydney, Adelaide, and Tasmania, Australia. Other seasons included performances in Asia with the Korean 
Broadcasting Symphony, Japan Philharmonic, and the Singapore Symphony. She also made her debut at 
Italy's Ravello Festival and Holland's Royal Concertgebouw. 

An avid chamber musician as well, Ms. Park has been a frequent guest at major festivals including 
Ludwisburg, Schleswig-Holstein, Weilburg, Passau, Frankfurt, Montpellier, France, Brahms festival in 
Madrid, Beethoven Festival in Bonn, Prague Summer Festival, and Oregon Festival of American Music. 



The Lyris Quartet: Shalini Vijayan 

Violinist	Shalini Vijayan, deemed "a vibrant violinist" by Mark Swed of the Los Angeles Times is an 
established performer and collaborator on both coasts. Always an advocate for modern music, Shalini was a 
founding member and Principal Second Violin of Kristjan Jarvi's Absolute Ensemble, having recorded 
several albums with them including 2001 Grammy nominee, Absolution. As a part of Absolute, she has 
performed throughout the United States and Europe, most notably in London's Barbican Hall and the 
Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. 

A member of the New World Symphony in Miami Beach, Florida from 1998-2001, Shalini served as 
concertmaster for Michael Tilson Thomas, John Adams, Reinbert de Leeuw and Oliver Knussen. She was 
also concertmaster for the world premiere performances and recording of Steven Mackey's Tuck and Roll 
for RCA records in 2000. In Los Angeles, Shalini is featured regularly with Grammy Award winning 
Southwest Chamber Music and can be heard on their Grammy nominated Complete Chamber Works of 
Carlos Chávez, Vol. 3. Most recently, she has been a featured soloist with the Los Angeles Master Chorale in 
Chinary Ung’s Spiral XII and Tan Dun’s Water Passion. Shalini is on the performance faculty of the Nirmita 
Composers Workshop in Siem Reap, Cambodia. 



The Lyris Quartet: Luke Maurer 

Violist	Luke Maurer, a native of Santa Barbara, California, began his musical studies on the violin with his 
father. He received his B.M. and M.M. degrees in viola performance from the University of Southern 
California studying with Donald McInnes and Ralph Fielding. Mr. Maurer participated in master classes 
with the Juilliard, Ysaye and Takacs Quartets, and attended summer festivals at the Music Academy of the 
West and the Banff Centre for the Arts. 

He performs extensively throughout Southern California as an orchestral and chamber musician. He is a 
member of the Pacific Symphony and performs regularly with the Los Angeles Philharmonic. As a chamber 
musician, Mr. Maurer has performed in the United States, Canada, Europe, and Japan. Mr. Mauer is 
member of the Pacific Symphony and performs regularly with the Los Angeles Philharmonic. He has also 
served as guest principal violist with Orchestra Ensemble Kanazawa in Japan. 



The Lyris Quartet: Timothy Loo

Cellist	Timothy Loo	joined the Lyris Quartet in 2008. A passionate chamber musician, he founded his first 
quartet, the Denali Quartet, in 1999 while pursuing his Advanced Studies in Cello with Ronald Leonard at 
the University of Southern California. As a member of the Denali quartet, he participated in masterclasses 
with the Julliard, Vermeer, and Takacs Quartets. In 1999, Mr. Loo co-founded Mladi, Los Angeles' 
conductorless chamber orchestra. He performed with this group until 2008. 

Mr. Loo has performed in the masterclasses for Yo-Yo Ma, Ronald Leonard, David Geringas, Natalia 
Gutman, Franz Helmerson, and Bernhard Greenhouse. Mr. Loo has won positions in both Philharmonie der 
Nationen in Hamburg, Germany, Sarasota Opera Orchestra, and New West Symphony. 

He has also performed with the Los Angeles Opera Orchestra, New West Symphony, Pasadena Symphony, 
Santa Barbara Symphony, Los Angeles Master Chorale and is currently the principal cellist of the Long 
Beach Opera Orchestra. 



Program Notes 

String Quartet No. 2 in C Major, op. 36 
Edward Benjamin Britten, Baron Britten Of Aldeburgh (1913-1976) 

On November 21 and 22, 1945, the British classical music world celebrated 
the 250th anniversary of the legendary English baroque composer Henry 
Purcell’s death. 

Britten greatly admired Purcell. He once described Purcell’s music to have 
qualities of “clarity, brilliance, tenderness, and strangeness.” Even though 
this quartet shines with Britten’s unique voice, one can also detect Britten’s 
tribute to Purcell; Britten uses Purcell’s term for chaconne, “Chacony,” in 
his third movement, the largest bulk of the quartet.    

This quartet was premiered on the exact date of the Purcell anniversary, 
November 21, 1945, by the Zorian Quartet (Olive Zorian, violin I; Marjorie 
Lavers, violin II; Winifred Copperwheat, viola, and Norina Semino, cello) in 
the Wigmore Hall in London.   The very first recording of the quartet by the 
same ensemble that premiered it can be heard at: 
https://youtu.be/lAV0QuKJoxs. 

Britten was undoubtedly one of the most important British composers of the Second of two concerts
20th century; not only was he a prolific composer, he was also a well-known conductor and a pianist. His 
best-known works include his opera Peter Grimes (1945) [https://youtu.be/HaBVsx2p8KI], the War Requiem 
(1962) [https://youtu.be/rsSMCq7pl_k], and The The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra (1945) [https://
youtu.be/pbVRn3q3fEw]. He also established the renowned Aldeburgh Festival in 1948. Moreover, Britten 
was the very first composer to be honored with a life peerage and the title “Baron.” In 2013, just like how the 
British classical music celebrated Purcell’s life, the world commemorated Britten’s life and music on what 
would have been his 100th birthday.   

Britten noted in the program for the premiere: “[t]he sections [of the Chacony] may be said to review the 
theme from (a) harmonic, (b) rhythmic, (c) melodic, and (d) formal aspects.”  

Britten holding his dog 



Ricordare 
Ennio Morricone, OMRI (1928-2020) 
Arrangement by Luke Maurer  

Ricordare is the main theme from the film A Pure 
Formality. Today, we shall remember the 
distinguished life of Ennio Morricone with Luke 
Maurer’s string quartet arrangement of Ricordare. 

Ennio Morricone is rightly considered one of the 
world’s greatest film composers, a legend whose 
work has reached far beyond the scorched 
desert-scapes of Almeria (A Few Dollars More) and 
the tumultuous waters of Iguazu Falls (The 
Mission). Much sought after by filmmakers the 
world over for his matchless versatility and 
productivity, Morricone’s innovative soundworks 
and truly exhaustive range of musical styles have 
complemented practically every conceivable 
movie genre there is. 

However, he has not solely restricted himself to the silver screen, having created some remarkable signature 
pieces for radio and theatre, together with extensive forays into both absolute and applied music. Fondly 
referred to as	il maestro	by his peers, Morricone is just that: a master of his craft, a true virtuoso, effortlessly 
interweaving contrasting styles to produce some of the most sublime music of our day. 

Introduction by Giuseppe Tornatore from The Correspondence 
From Ennio Morricone’s official website: http://www.enniomorricone.org/ 

Jelmer de Haas, 2015 

Credit: ROBYN BECK/AFP/Getty Image 



String Quartet No. 8 in C Minor, op. 110 
Dmitri Dmitriyevich Shostakovich	[Дми́трий Дми́триевич Шостако́вич] (1906-1975) 

In the summer of 1960, Shostakovich was visiting the former Communist State of East Germany. He was 
hired to write the score for the Soviet film “Five Days, Five Nights,” based on the 1945 destruction of the 
Dresden city that killed 25, 000 people. While fulfilling his contract, his muse also called for this quartet; he 
composed in the span of three days, from 12 to 14 of July, with the inscription of “In memory of victims of 
fascism and war.” 

Shostakovich wrote to Glikman, "The pseudo-tragic side of this quartet is so powerful that when I was 
writing it, tears flowed as freely as water passed after a few beers. Since coming home, I've tried to play it 
through twice, but again the tears started flowing." 

Referred by the USSR as the “Dresden Quartet,” each movement of this five-movement quartet follow each 
other seamlessly. Shostakovich plants his musical signature, which blossoms and echoes throughout the 
quartet. DSCH, an abbreviation of the composer’s name (Dmitri	Shostakovich), becomes D-E♭-C-B in 
German nomenclature. This recognizable musical signature also appears in his First Symphony, Lady 
Macbeth of the Mtsensk District, and the First Cello Concerto. In he says his letter to Glikman 19 July 1960:“I 
reflected that if I die someday then it's hardly likely anyone will write a work dedicated to my memory. So I 
decided to write one myself. You could even write on the cover: 'Dedicated to the memory of the composer of 
this quartet'.” 

Shostakovich, in a letter to Derek Hulme 

The quartet premiered on October 2, 1960, at the Leningrad Glinka Concert Hall by the Beethoven Quartet 
(Dmitri Tsyganov, Vasili Shirinsky, Vadim Borisovsky, and Sergei Shirinsky). The autographed score is 
preserved at the Russian State Archive of Literature and Art (RGALI) in Moscow. The recording of the actual 
premiere can be heard at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YS0MVtC6wZ4. 

- Christina Kim

Dmitri Shostakovich (left) with Benjamin Britten (right) in 1966. 
Photograph: RIA Novosti 



Support Us 

We produce chamber music concerts, free to the public, featuring musicians and programs of the highest 
caliber. We cannot do so without the generosity of our patrons and supporters. We thank you for your 
consideration in giving whatever you can to help us keep alive our tradition of bringing great music and 
culture to the South Bay.

Gold Circle $1000.00 or + 
Advocate $500.00 

Benefactor $250.00 
Guarantor $100.00 

Patron $50.00 

Support us with any amount you can. Every donation is appreciated. When you click on the link, you also 
have the option of setting up monthly donations. And in the section “Add a note”, above your banking 

information, please share your name(s) you would like us to acknowledge with your generous donation! 

Or, you may download and print the donation form below and mail your donation to us: 

South Bay Chamber Music Society 

P.O. Box 2313  

Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274  

I (We) wish to support the current concert season of the South Bay Chamber Music Society with a tax-
deductible contribution in the category checked below:  

 Gold Circle            $1000 and up  Guarantor            $100 

 Advocate                 $500   Patron                    $50 

 Benefactor               $250 

Name (s) _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________ 

Telephone  

__________________________________________ 

Zip ____________________________________________ 

Email  

____________________________________________ 

Thank you for your donation! 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=KzWBRZofA7LUy9cEJrXb_j_OOKo7y_vmhOdAKDowNVZp2pUuRVpoyPjHeDk4hy2Az2LY6MT0DtIDHI0v


Our Corporate Sponsors 
The Los Angeles Board of Supervisors through the Los Angeles County Arts Commission 

The City of Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs 
The Colburn School of Music 

Gold Circle Donors ($1000.00 or +)
Adrienne Brandriss 

Patrick D. Garvey and Geneva Mar5n 
Gary and Mary Gordon 

Deanna and Gerald Holleman 
Judy Mishkin 

Julie and Stephen Paterson 
Roger and Carol Schamp 

Advocate ($500.00)
Ronald Bartell and Christine Mitchell 

John W. Burnec 
Robert and Donna Francis 
Joanna and Michael Heim 

Nancy Linn 
Jan and Jerald Simon 

John Williams 
Georgeann Wyac 

Benefactor (Benefactor $250.00)
Louise Allison 

Ed Barad and Carol McCully 
Gabriel Berghouse and Vicki Stone 

AntoineCe Crichton and Rod Raynovich 
Diana Cutler 

Marlene and EvereC Emerson 
Peggy Garvey 

Zelda and Jerry Green 
Evan and Dorothy Hazelton 

Judy Herman 
Linda Jenson 

Harriet S. Kaplan 
Dorothy and Allen Lay 
Tom and Faith Lyons 

William Mah 
Lois McFarland 

Karen and John McMahon 



Brenda and Michael McNamara 
Wayne and Masako Partridge 

Jim and Robin Paterson 
Donald and Patricia Range 

Cantor and Mrs. Stephen Richards 
Sandy and Michael Sherman 

Ron Smith 
June and John Uharriet 
Tom and Edie Van Huss 

Evalee Weiss 
Wendy Wolf and Mike Wheeler 

Guarantor  ($100.00)
Anonymous 
Janet Ashley 

Steve and Cindy Bandel 
Melinda Barth 

Dr. Rainer and Nancy Beck 
Berta Bilezikjian and Richard Yee 

Ruth Bloland 
Claudette G. Bowie 

Heather and Thomas Callow 
Christine and John Campbell Dorie 
and Brooks Chadwick Morton Civen 

Jeff Cohlberg 
Don Croley 

Alison Davis 
Harry and Valerie Donahue 

Lee W. Dorsey 
Margo Doxakis and Philip Stein 

Julia Dunphy 
Dr. Richard and Gail Effros 

Margareta and Ray Ericksen Judith 
Farmer and Gernot Wolfgang 

Kathleen Fitzgerald 
William Fun



Sonata in C minor for Piano and Violin, Op. 30 no. 2......................Beethoven
Sonata in G Major for Piano and Violin, Op 78 "Regensonate".......Brahms

O U R  N E X T  C O N C E R T
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